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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH — GIFTS AND BENEFITS — AUDITOR GENERAL REPORT 

307. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Considering that the Premier has known about this matter for nearly two years, 
why has he failed to take any action to make a substantial difference to the receipt of gifts; and will he guarantee 
the house that there have been no issues of probity surrounding the receipt of these gifts? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
I am not aware of any issues of probity. The supplementary question by the Leader of the Opposition seems to 
imply that this is an issue of the last two years; why not try 20, 30 or 40 years? 

Mr M. McGowan: We’ve known about it for two years, and you said you’d fix it and you haven’t. I’d never 
heard about it before two years ago. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We have known about it, I think, for a long time before that. The Leader of the Opposition 
is trying to create the impression that this is something that has occurred under this government. This is the first 
government to actually act upon it. What did the previous government do? It did not act upon any of this — 
Mr M. McGowan: It came to light — 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, no, no, Leader of the Opposition! There is plenty of history of medical people and 
senior administrators within the Department of Health attending conferences and the like. There is plenty of 
history, and that has been handled by successive directors general. Bring to me a case of impropriety if you dare, 
or if you can find one. That is the point. If the opposition thinks there is something wrong—maybe there are 
some inappropriate gifts—it should raise with me the improper gift or improper conduct of a member of the 
health department, instead of just throwing out this scattergun and trying to imply that it has happened only in 
the last two years. There have been various issues in Health going back decades, and I have confidence in both 
the Minister for Health and the Director General of the Department of Health. What I do not do, and what the 
Leader of the Opposition does all the time, is slur the whole Health workforce; that is his style. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I have been fairly clear in recent times that the person to whom I have 
given the call is the person I want to hear from. I formally call you to order for the first time today. 
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